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Mark i. 1. 
Repent and believe the goſpel. 


1. TI is r ſuppoſed, That Repentance and 
1 Faith are only the Gate of Religion; that 
they are neceſſary only at the beginning of 

our Chriſtian courſe, when we are ſetting out in the 
way of the kingdom. And this may to be 
confirmed by the great Apoſtle, where exborting the 
Hebrew Chriſtians, to go on to perfection, he teaches 
them to leave theſe firft principles of the doctrine of Chriſt ; . 
not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead 
works and faith toward God: Which muſt at leaſt 
mean, that they ſhould comparatively leave theſe, - 
that at firſt took up all their thoughts, in order to. 
preſs forward toward the prize of the high culling of God in 


Chriſt Jeſus. 


2. And this is undoubtedly true, that there is a 
Repentance and a Faith, which are more eſpecially 
neceſſary at the beginning. A Repentance, Which 
is. a donviction of our utter ſinſulneſs, and guiltineſs 
and helpleſſneſs; and which preceeds our receiving; . 
that kingdom ofGod, which our Lord obſerves i within 
us: And.a;Faith, whereby. we receive that kingdorn, ;: 
even rghteoufneſs, and prate, and joy iu the Holy Ghojt. 

3. But notwithſtanding this, there is alſo a Repen- 
tance and a Faith, (taking the words in another 
ſenſe, a ſenſe not quite the ſame, nor yet entirely 
different,) which are requiſite after we have bekeped.. 
the goſpel: Yea, and in every ſubſequent ſtage of our 
Chriſtian courſe, or we caunot run the race whach is ſet 
before us. And this Repentance and Faith are full as. 
neceſſary, in order to our continuance and growth 
in grace, as the former Faith and Repentance were, 
in order to our entering into the kingdom of IG 
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„But in what ſenſe are we to repent and believe, 
after we are juſtified ? This is an important queſtion, 
and worthy of being conſidered with the utmoſt at- 
tention, 


I. And Firſt, In what ſenſe are we to repent ? 
1. Repentance frequently means, an inward 
changę, a change of mind from fin to holineſs. But 
we mow:1peak of it in a, quite different fenſe, as it is 
one: ind beff Sab. knowledge, the knowing ourſchves 
ſubnets, yoarguilty, helpleſs finners, even cho“ we 
know!{We/are: children of Cd. belt 
2, Indeed when we frſt know this, when we 
firſt find redemption in the blood of Jekus, when the 
Love of God is firſt ſhed abtoad in eur hearts and 
his kingdom ſet up therein it 23d Hatuval to ſiippoſa, 
that we are no longer ſinners, that ath our fins are not 
only covered but. deſtroyed, As e dh not then feel 
ary evil in our hearts, we réendily imagine, none is 
there. Nay ſomeawell (meaning men have. imagined 
this, not only atthan time, but ever aſter; having 
perſuaded themſelves) that when they were juſtified, 
they were entirely ſanQified.' Vea, they have laid 
it down as. a generalrule, in ſpite oh Scripture, Rea- 
ſon and Experience. Theſe ſincerely believe and: 
earneſtly maintain, that alt fin.is. deſtroyed: When we 
are juſtiſied, and that there is no fin in the heart ob a 
believer, but that it is. altogether clean from that 
moment. But tho' we readily acknowledge, he that: 
believeth it born of God, and he that is born of God doth not 
commut ſin ; yet we cannot allow, that he does not 
fee! it within: It does not reign, but it does remain. 
And a conviction of the fin which mains in our 
heart, is one great branch of the 1epentance we are 
nom / ſpeaking of, . „ Fits DNAS v6 
ung. For it is ſeldom long, before he who imagined 
all ſin Was gone, feels there is ſtill Pride in his heart. 
Heis convinced, both that in many reſpects he has 
thought of himſelf more highly than he ought Ito 
thinle and that he has tak en to himſelf the praiſe of 
lomkching hie ad e. and gloried in it as 
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though he. had not received it. And yct he knows, 
he is in the favour of God, He cannot and ought 
not to caſt away his confidence. The Spirit tity ae 


with his ſpurt, that he is a child of God, 9 

4. Nor is it long before he feels Self-will in his 
heart, even a Will contrary to the Will of Gd. 
Will every, man muſt. inevitably have, as long as he . 
has an Underſtanding. This is an effential,part:of 
human Nature, indeed of the nature of every intelhi- 
gent Being. Our bleſſed Lord himfetf had a Willas 
a man: otherwiſe he had not been a man. But his 
human Will was invariably ſubje& to the Will of his 
Fatber. At all times, and on all occaſions, even in 
the deepeſt affliction, be could ſay, Not as I will, but 
as thou wilt,. But this is not the caſe at all times, 
even with. a true believer in Chriſt. He frequently 
finds his will more or leſs exalting itſelf againſt the 
Will of God. He wills. ſomething, becauſe it is 
pleaſing to nature, which is not pleaſing; to God. 
And he nills (is averſe from) fomething becauſe it is 
painful to nature, whichrras- the wall of God con- 
cerning him. Indeed (ſuppoſe he continues in the 
faith) he fights againſt it with all his might. But 
this very thing implies, ihat it really exiſts, and that 
he is conſcious of it. 

5. Now Self-will, as well as Pride, is a ſpecies of 
Idolatry : : and&both are directly contrary to the Love 
of God. The ſame obſervation may be made, con- 
cerning the Lave of the world, But this likewiſe even 
true helievers are liable to. ſeel in themſelves; and 
every one of them does feel it, more or leſa, ſooner 
or later, in one branch or another. It is true, when 
he firſt paſſes from death unto life, he deſfires ox 
thing — God. He can truly ſay, 2 
is unto thee, and unto the remembrance of thy, name. 
have I in heaven but: thee, and randy, is none uon cuil 
that 1 defere befide thee / But it is * IDA In 

of time he will feel again, ( 
or a Gor moments) either the defire of of the leſs 
defire of (82 of or the pride of life. Nay, if he ad: Bay 
continuall y watch and prays he may find Luft re- 
A 3 viving 
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viving, yea, and thruſting” ſore at him that he may 
fall, till he has ſcarce any ſtrength left in him, He 
may feel the aſfaults of inordinate Affection, yea a 
eee to love the creature more than the Crea- 
tor - Whether it be a child, a parent, an huſband! or 
wife, or tie Friend that it as his own foul, He may 
fee] in à thouſand various ways, a defire of earthly 
thit 8. leaſures. In the fame proportion he will 
forget 3 not feeking his Happineſs in him, and 
_ billy” being a lover of pleaſure more than a loves 
Ls f he does not keep himſelf every moment, he 
will apain'feel the Deſire of the eye, the deſire of gra- 
tifying dis imagination, With ſomething great, or 
beautiful; or uncommon. In how many ways 

this defire aſſault the foul “ Tops with regard to 
the pooreſt trifles, ſuch as Dre or Furniture: 
Things never deſigned to“ ſalisfy the appetite of an 
immortal Spirit. Vet how faturab is it bor us, even 
afler we have ta PiePototrs of the morld to come, to 
fink again irto tRefV F60Bfi; low defires of things. 
that periſh' in the uſing? How hard is it, even for 
thoſe who know m whom they have believed, to 
conquer but one branch of the deſire of the eye, 
Curioſity ? Conſtantly to trample it under their feet? 
To defire nothing, merely becaufe it is New ? 

7. And how hard is it even for the children of 
God, wholly to conquer the” Pride of lte“ St. Fohm 
Feems to mean by this nearly the ſame with what the 
world terms The ſenſe of honour,, This is no other 
than a deſire of and delight in the honour that cometii of 
men, A. deſire and love of praiſe, and\''fwhich is 
always Joined with it) a proportionable Hur f D 
fe. Nearly allied to this is Evil Shame!p the be. 
aſhamed of that wherein we ought toglory: And 
is ſeldom divided from the Fear of Man, which 
rings a thouſand ſnares upon the foul. Now where 
is he even among thoſe that ſeem ſtrong in faith, 
who does not find in himfelf a degree of all theſe 
evil tempers'?- Sv that even thefe. are but in part 


Q. 
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crucified to the world : for the evil root fall remains in 
their heart. 75 $4 1 75 1 

8. And do we not feel other Tempers, Which 955 
25 contrary to the Love of our Neighbom, a5 thelg 
are to the Love of God ? The Love of oun ng PERS 
thrnketh no evil; Do not we find any thing the ind? 
Do we never find any jealaufies, any, evil. furnz/tegs, 
any groundleſs or unreaſonable w ech that 
is clear in theſe reſpetts, let him caſt the fn ſtanę a 
his neighbour. Who does not ſometimes icel other 
tempers or inward motions, which he kno are 
contrary to brotherly Love ? If nothing of alice, 
Hatred or Bitterneſs, is there no touch of Emy Paitiru . 
larly toward thoſe who enjoy ſome (real or oppoſed) 
good, which we defare but cannot attain? Do we 
never find any degree: of Reſentment, when. we are 
injured or affrontꝭd. 7 Efpecially by thoſe whom we 
peculiarly loved, and whom we. had moſt laboured 
to help or oblige. Does Injuſtice or Ingratitude 
never excite, us to any delize. of Revenge ? Any deſire 
of returning evil for evah,,anftzad\of ouercoming evil” 
with good ? "This allo ſhews, how much is ſtill in our 
heart, which is contrary to the Love of our-neigh- 
bour. | RA; 

g. Covetouſneſs in every kind and degree. is cer- 
tainly as contrary to this as to the Love of God. 
Whether me,, the love of money, which is too 
frequently the root of all evils, or Moria, literally; 
A defire of having more, or increaſing it» fubſtances. 
And how few even of the real children of God; are 
entirely. free from both? Indeed one great man, 
Martin Luther uſed to ſay, He © never had any co» 
vetouſneſs in him, (not only in his converted; ſtat 
but) ever ſince he was born,” But if ſo, I wou 
not ſcruple to ſay, He was the only man born of a 
woman, (except him that was God as well as man 
who had not, who was born without it, Nay, 3 
believe, never was any one born of God, that hyed 
any! conſiderable time after, who did not feel more 
or leſs of it many times, eſpecially in the latter ſenſe. 
We may therefore ſet it down as an undoubted 

N truth, 


= 
* 
* 
- 


a + 
trutk, that Covetpufneſs,” together with Pride, and Self. 


will and Anger remain in the hearts even of them that 
are juſtified, | Lan bury 2 orb Ne hs IBN 
10. It is their experiencing this which has inclin- 
ed o mauy ſerious perſons, to underſtand the latter 
patt oft the Seventh Chapter to the Romans, not of, 
them that am under the latu, that are convinced of ſin, 
which is undoubtedly the meaning of the Apoſtle, 
but of them that ara under grace, that are juſtified freely, 
theo nedemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt. And it is 
moſt certain, they are thus far right; there does {till 
remain lover n them that are juſtified, a ind which 
is in ſome; meaſure carnal ;; (So the. Apoſtle tells even 
the believers at Corinth, Ye are carnal:) an: heart bent to 
buch ſleding, ſtill. ever ready, Pet from tlie living Cod: 
A propenſity to Pride, Selffwüle Anger, Revenge, 
Love of the world, yea and all evil A root of bit: 
terneſs, which if the reſtraint, were taken off for a 
moment, would: inſtantly . ſpring. up: Yea, ſuch a 
depth of corruption, as without clear light from God 
we cannot poſſiblyo g guc ce And a. Conviction of 
all this fin remaining in, their hearts, is the Repeny 
tance which belongs to them that are juſtified. _ 

11, But we ſhould likewiſe be convinced, that as 
Sin remains. in our hearts, fo it cleaves. to all our 
Words and Actions. Indeed it-is to be feared, that 
many of our words. are more than mixt with fin ; 
that they are ſinful altogether; for ſuch undoubtedly 
is all uncharitable Conuerſalion: All which does not 
ſpring from brotherly Love, all which does not agree 
with that golden rule, What.ye would that others ſlauld ua. 
to you, enen fo do unto them. Of tins kind is; alliback-i 
biting, all tale-bearing,. all. whelpetinges thank? 
ſpeaking ; tbat is, * the · faults of ahſent per- 
ſons: for none would have others repeat his faults: 
when he is abſent. Now howWfew are there, even 
among believers, Who are in no degree guilty of 
this ? Who ſteddily obſerve the good, old rule, Of 
the dead and the abſent nothing but 72 And 
ſappoſe they do, do they likewiſe abffa from un- 
profitable Convegſation Met all this is 1 0 
TER ul,. 


gory POR ?, Many, wherein they did vot even. aim 


[4a] 
ſinful, and, grieves the holy Spirit of Cod. Yea, and 


for every idle word that men fhall ſpeak they ral give, an ac. 


count in the day of judgment. * 

12. But let it be ſuppoſed, that — 
watch and pray, and ſo * be this temptation';- 
that they conſtantly ſet a watch before their mouth, 
and keep the door of their lips Suppoſe they e 
erciſe themſelves herein, that, all their 3 
be in grace ſagſoued unt hi ſalt, aud meek do nd ter b 
the hearers : Vet do they not daily des 2 
diſcourſe, notwithſtanding all their cailtien'?! Aud: 
even when they —— to ſpeak} for God, ara 
their words pure, free from unholy mixtures? DS 
they find nothing wrong in their very Intention # 
Mee ak merely to pleaſe God, and not party 
to — 47 it wholly, to do the will 
of gow not their own will alſo ? Or, if 
they begin with a 'fingle exe, do they go on looking 
unto, Fejus,, and talking with. him all the tune they axe 
with their neighbour ?? When they axe re- 
proving ſin, 45 th feat mOWAger or unkind. tem- 
per to the finner ? When they are inſtructing the ig 
norant, do they. not find any Pride, any Self. efer- 
enge? When they are comforti e af- 
fligted, ox provoking one another to love a — good. 
works, do they never perceive any inward Self- com- 
mendation, * Now you have ſpoke well?” Or any 
Vanity, a defire that others ſhould think fo, and 
eſteem them on the account ? In ſome, or all of theſe 
reſpects, how. much (in. cleaves. to. the; belt, Conyerla-: 
ton over of Believers? The Conuictiom of which, 
ig anothes branch of the repentance which belongs n. 
them that are juſtified. 

1 % And how much fin, if their confine ia hw has 
awake, may they find caving to their actions alſo 
Nay are there not many of theſe, Which tho' they 
are ſuch as the world would not condemn, yet. 
not be commended, no nor excuſed, if we judges 
by the word of God? Are there not many of their: 
Actions, which they themſelves know, are not ta the 


at 


. 
at this, which were not undertaken with an eye to 
God ? And of thoſe that were, are there not , 
wherein their eye is not ſingly fixt on God ? Wherein 
= are doing their own will, at leaſt at much as 
His, and ſeekingto pleaſe themſelves as much, if not 
more than to pleaſe God? And while they are 
endeavouring to do good to their neighbour, do they 
not feel wrong tempers of various kinds ? Hence 
their Good Aﬀtons, ſo called, are far from bein 
ſtrickh fuch, being polluted with ſuch a mixture o 
evil! Such are their works of Mercy ! And is there 
not the fame mixture in their works of Piety ? While 
they are hearing the word which is able to ſave their 
ſouls, do they not frequently find ſuch Thoughts, as 
make-them afraid, leſt it ſhould turn to their con- 
demnation, rather than their alvation ?-Is it not 
often the ſame caſe, while they, are endeavouring to 
offer up their Prayers to God, whether in public, or 

rivate ? Nay, while the are engaged in the moſt 
olemn ſervice. Eden while they are at the table of 
the Lord, what maffhet of thoughts ariſe in them ? 
Are not their hearts forietimes wandering to the ends 
of the earth, ſometimes filled with ſuch imaginations, 
as make them fear, leſt all: their ſacrifice ſhmuld be 
an abomination to the Lord. So that they are more 
aſhamed of their beſt duties, than they were once of 
their worſt ſins. + G 
14. Again. How many Sins of Omi are th 
A with? We 1 the 8 poſtle, 
To him that knoweth to do good, and doth” it not, to ſam it 1s * 
fen. But do they not know a thoufand inſtances, 
wherein they might -have done good, to enemies 40 
ſtrangers, to their brethren, either With 5 to 
their bodies or their fouls, and they did it not? How 
many" Omiſſions have they been guitfy of, in their” 
duty toward God ? How many opportunities of com- 
municating, of hearing his word, of pho Re 
vate Prayer have they neglected? So great reaſor 
had even that holy man Archbiſhop Uſher, after all 
His labeurs for God, to cry out, almoR, wich his dying 
breath, Lord, forgive me my ſuns of n 5 
| 15, But 
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15, But beſide theſe outward Omiſſions, may they 


not find in themſelves, Inward Defects without num: 


ber? Defe&s of way kind: They hays not 195 
Love, the Fear, the Confidence they ug ht 82 05 

toward God. They have not the Love W. TE 
to their Neighbour, to every child of man: ts 1 


even that which is due to their brethren, .. 


child of God; whether thoſe that 80 at A 
from them, or thoſe with whom they —.ñ = 
ly connected. They have no holy, temper in th 


gree they ought; they are defectibe in, 9220 


n a deep conſciouſneſs of which Ey are. Je fog 
cry out with Mr. de Renty, * I am a 2 55 l over 
run with thorns: Or with. 85 am Wk «4 abhor w- 
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8 of that ani e which ark. to the chil- 


A 2 their Guiltineſs is another 
dren of Cod. id 18 cautiouſly to be underſtood, 


and i in a pecu tar ſebſe. For it is certain, there is no 


condemnation f far 1 that 5 in REA eſus, that believe 
in him, and in che N x the aith, walk not after 


925 2 be fore they be- 
lieved. Li 858 es them to be ſtill e's of 
death, on all the preceeding accounts. And it wouldab- 
ſolutely condemn them thereto, were it not for the aton- 
ing Blood, Therefore they are throughly convinced, 
that they {till deferve puniſhment, altho? it is hereby 


the fleſh but 1 the ore bear 
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turned ande from them. But here there are extremes 


on one hand and on the other, and few ſteer clear of 
them. Moſt men ſtrike on one ortheother, eitherthink- 
in themlelyes condemned, when they are not, or 
thinking they deſerve to be acquitted. Nay, the truth 
bit Pen; : They ſtill 2 c/erve, ſtrictiy ſpeaking, 
only the damnation of hell, But what they deſerve 
not come upon them, becauſe they have an Aduo- 


cate "with the Father. His Life = Death and 
Interceſon Rill interpoſe between them and An- 


A conviction of iheir ut Helhlefues, 3 As 
0. 1 dz, Rene, e two 
oF things: 
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things: 1, That they are no more able now of them- 
feos to think one good thought, to form one good 
deſire, to ſpeak one good word, or do one good work, 
than before they were juſtified : That they have {till 
no kind or degree of ftrength of their own, no power 
either to do good or reſiſt evil: No ability to conquer 
or even withſtand, the world, the 8 or their 
den evil nature. They can, it is certain, do all theſe 
"things ; but is not by their own ſtrength, They have 
Power to overcome all theſe enemies; for fin hath no 
more dominion over them. But it is not from nature, 
either in whole or in part: it the mere gift of God. 
Nor is it given all at once, as if they had a ſtock laid 
up for many years; but from moment to moment. 
18, Bythis helpleſsneſs I mean, ſecondly, Anablolute 
. Inability to deliver ourſelves, from that Guiltineſs or 
Deſert of Puniſhment whereof we are {till conſcious : 
'Yea, and an inability to remove by all the grace we 
have, {to ſay nothing of our natural powers) either 
the Pride, Self-will, Love of the world, anger, and 
general eee from God, which we expe- 
rimentally know to main in the heart, even of them 
that are regenerate; or the evil which in ſpite of all 
our endeavours, caves to all our words and actions. 
Addtothis, an utter inability wholly to avoid unchari- 
table, and much more, unprofitable converſation : Add, 
an inability to avoid Sins of Omiſſion, or to Tupply the 
numberleſs Defefts we are convinced of, efEecially 
the want of Love and other right Tempers, both to- 
God and man. | | | 
19. If any man 1s not ſatisfied of this, if any believes 
that whoever is juſtified, is able to remove theſe fins 
out of his heart and life, let him make the experi- 
ment, Let him try, whether by the grace he haggal- 
ready received, he can expell Pride, Self-will, of in- 
bred Sin in general. Let him try, whether he can 
cleanfe his words and aftions from all mixture of 
evil: Whether he can avoid all uncharitable and 
unprofitable Converſation, with all fins of Omi ſſion; 
pe laſtly, whether he can ſupply the numberlels 
Defekts which he ſtill nds in himſelf. Let him . 
1 © 
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eufe. But ſuppo 
called to believe the go r. 
2. And this alſo is to be underſtood in a peculiar 
eſenſe, different from that, wherein we believed in or- 


BER 


be diſcouraged by one or two experiments, but repeat 
the trial again and again. And the longer he tries; 
the more deeply will he be convinced. of his utter 
Helpleſsneſs in all their reſpects. 2 br 
20. Indeed this is ſo evident a truth, that well nigh 
all the children of God ſcattered abroad, however 
they differ in other points, yet generally agree in this, 
that altho' we may 4 the ſpirit mortiſy the deeds gf the 
body, reſiſt and conquer both outward and inward fin, 
altho* we may weaken our enemies day by day, yet 
we cannot drive them out, By all the grace WICK is 
given at juſtification, we cannot extirpate them. 
Tho' we watch and pray ever ſo much, we cannot 
wholly clean ſe either our hearts or hands. Moſt 
fure we cannot, 'till it ſhall pleaſe our Lord, to 
_ to our hearts again, to © ſpeak the ſecond time 
e clean,” And then only the leprofy ts cleanſed, Then 
only the evil root, the carnal mind is deſtroyed, and 
inbred fin ſubſiſts no more. But if there be ne 
ſuch Second change, if there be no inſtantaneous 
Deliverance after Juſtificatiohs if there be none but a 
gradual work. of God, (that there is a gradual work 
none denies) then we muſt be content, as well as we 
can, to remain full of fin till death. And if ſo, we 
muſt remain guilty *till death, continually deſerving. 
puniſhment, For it is impoſſible, the guilt or deſert 
of puniſhment ſhould be removed from us, as long as 
all this fin remains in our heart, and cleaves to our 
words and actions. Nay, in rigorous Juſtice, all we 
think, and ſpeak, and act, continually increaſes it. 
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HI. 1. In this ſenſe, we are to repent, after we are 


quſtified; - And till we do ſo, we can go no farther, 
For*till we are ſenſible of our diſeaſe, it admits of no 
ſing we do thus repent, then are we 


der to Juſtification. Believe the glad tidings of great Sal- 


vation, which God hath prepared for all people. Be- 


lieve that he who is the Brightneſs of , Father's glory 
the 
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the expreſs image of his perſon, is able to ſave unto the utter- 
moſt all that come unto God thro him, He is able to ſave 
= from all the fin that {till remains in your heart, 
e is able to ſave you from all the ſin that cleaves to 
all your words and actions. He is able to ſave you from 
Sins of Omiſſion, and to ſupply whatever is wanting 
in you, It is true, this is impoſſible wth man ; but with 
God-Man all things are poſſible, For what can be 
too hard for Him, who hath all power in heaven and in 
earth ? Indeed his bare power to do this, is not a 
ſufficient foundation for our Faith, that he wil do it, 
that he will thus exert his power, unleſs he hath pro- 
miſed it, But this he has done: He has promiſed 
it over and over, in the ſtrongeſt terms. He has 
given us theſe exceeding great and precious promiſes, both 
in the Old and theNew Teſtament. So we readinthe 
Law, in the moſt-ancient part of the oracles of God, 
The Lord thy God will circumciſe thy heart, and the heart of 
thy feed, to love the Lord thy God, with all thy heart and 
with all thy ſoul. Deut. xxx. 6. So in the Pſalms, He 
fall redeem 1fracl (the Iſrael of God) from all has ſins. 
So inthe Prophet: Then will I ſprinkle clean water upon you 


and ye ſhall be clean ; from all your filthanefs and from, all 


your idols will I cleanſe you And I will put my Spirit within 
you and ye ſhall keep my judgments and do them, I 
vill alſo fave you from all your uncleanneſſes. Ezek. 
XXXVL, 25, &c. So likewiſe in the NewTeſtament. Ble/- 


fed be the Lord God of Ifrael for he hath viſited and redeemed 


has people, And hath raifed up an horn of Salvation for us— 
to perform the oath which he ſwore to our father Abraham, 
| That he would grant unto us, that we being delivered out of 
dhe hands of our enemies, ſhould ſerve him without fear, In 


holineſs and righteouſneſs before hum, all the days of our life, 


Luke 1, 68, &c. 


3. You have therefore good reaſon to believe, he 


is not only able, but willing to do this, to cleanſe you from 


all your filthaneſs of fleſh and ſpirit, to fave you from all your. 


uncleanneſſes. This is the thing which you now. long 


for: This is the faith which you now particularly 
need, namely, that the great phyliclag, the lover of. 


my ſoul, is willing to male me clean, But is he willing. 
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to do this to morrow or to day ? Let him anſwer for 
himſelf, To-day, if ye zill hear my voice, harden not your 
hearts, If you put it off 'till to morrow, you harden 
your hearts : You refuſe to hear his voice, Believe 
therefore that he is willing to ſave you to-day, He is 
willing to fave you now, Behold, now is the accepted 
time, He now ſaith, Be thou clean / Only believe 
And you alſo will immediately find, All things are poſ- 
fible to ham that believeth, 

4. Continue to believe in him that loved thee, and 
gave himfelf for thee, that bore all thy fins in his own body 
on the tree, and he ſaveth thee from all condemnation, 
by his blood continually applied. Thus it is that we- 
continue in a juſtified ſtate. And when we go on from 
faith to faith, when we have faith to be cleanſed from 
indwelling fin, to be ſaved from all our uncleanneſ- 
ſes, we are likewiſe ſaved from all that guilt, that 
Defert of Puniſhment, which we felt before. So 
that then we may ſay not only 


Every moment, Lord, I want 
The merit of thy Death: but likewiſe, in the 


full aſſurance of faith, 


Every moment, Lord, I have 
The merit of thy Death ! 


For by that faith in his Life, Death and Interceſſion 
for us renewed from moment to moment, we are 
every Whit clean, and there 1s not only now no con- 
demnation for us, but no ſuch deſert of puniſhment 
as was before, the Lord cleanfing both our hearts and 
lives, 

5. By the ſame Faith, we feel the power of Chrift 
every moment reſting upon us, wheteby alone we 
are what we are, whereby we are enabled to conti- 
nue in ſpiritual life, and without which, notwith- 
ſtanding all our preſent holineſs, we ſhould be devils 
the next moment. But as long as we retain our 
Faith in him, we draw water out of the wells of Salvation, 
Leaning on our Beloved, even Chriſt in us the hope 


of glory, who dwelleth in our hearts by faith, who 
B 2 likewiſe 
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likewiſe4s ever interceding for us at the right-hand 
of God, we receive help from him to think, and ſpeak 
and act what is acceptable in his ſight, Thus does 


he © preventthem that believe in all their doings, and. 


further themwith his continual help,” ſo that all their 
deſigns, converſations and actions, are “ begun, con- 
tinued and ended in him.” Thus doth he“ cleanſe 
the thoughts of their hearts, by the inſpiration of his 
Holy Spirit, that they may perfe&ly love him, and 
worthily magnify his holy name.” 

6. Thus it is that in the children of God Repen- 
tance and Faith exactly anſwer each other. By Re- 
pentance we feel the ſin remaining in our hearts, and 
cleaving to our words and actions. By Faith we 
receive the power of God in Chriſt, purifying our 
hearts and cleanſing our hands, By Repentance we 
are ſtill ſenſible that we deſerve puniſhment for all 
our tempers and words and actions. By Faith we 
are conſcious, that our Advocate with the Father 
is continually pleading for us, and thereby continu- 
ally turning aſide all condemnation and puniſhment 
from us. By Repentance wehave an abiding convic- 
tion, that there is no help in us. By Faith we re- 
ceive not only mercy, but grace to help in every time of 
need. Repentance diſclaims the very poſhbility of 
any other help. Faith accepts all the help we ſtand 
in need of, from Him that hath all power in heaven 
and earth, Repentance ſays, without Him I can do 
nothing: Faith ſays, I can do all things thro' Chnift 
firenthening me. 'Thro' hum I can not only overcome, 
but expell all the enemies of my ſoul, Thro' him I 
can love the Lord my _ with alimy heart, mind, foul 
and ſtrength ; yea and walk in holineſs and righteouſneſs 
. — all the days of my life, OE 


III. 2. From what has been ſaid we may eaſilylearnthe 
miſchievouneſsofthatopinion, that we are wholly ſanc- 
tified when we are juſtified ; that our hearts are then 
cleanſed from all fin. It is true, we are then deli- 
vered (as was obſerved before) from the dominion 
of outward fin: And at the ſame time the power of 
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inward ſin is ſo broken, that we need no longer fol- 
low or be led by it. But is by no means true, that 
inward fin is then totally deſtroyed, that the root of 
ride, ſelf-will, anger, love of the world is then taken 
out, of the heart, or that the carnal mind and the 
heart bent to- backſliding are entirely extirpated. 
And to ſuppoſe the contrary is not, as ſome may 
think an innocent, harmleſs miſtake. No; it does 
immenſe harm ; it entirely blocks up the way to any 
farther change, For it is manifeſt, that are whole 
do not need a phyſician, but they that are ſick. If there» 
fore we think we are quite made whole already, there 
is no room to ſeek any farther healing. On this ſup- 
polition it is abſurd to expect a farther deliver- 
ance from fin, whether gradual or inſtantaneous, 

2, On the contrary, a deep conviction that we are 
not yet whole, thatourhearts are notfullypurified, that 
there 1s yet in us a carnal mind, which is {till in its nature 
enmity againſt God ; that a whole body of fin remains 
in our. heart, weakened indeed, but not deſtroyed, 
ſhews beyond all poſſibility of doubt, the abſolute 
neceſſity of a farther change. We allow, that at 
the very moment of Juſtification, we are born again © 
In that inſtant we experience that inward change, 
from darkneſs into marvellous hight ; from the image of 
the brute and the devil, into the image of God, 
from the earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh mind, to the mind 
which was in Chriſt Jeſus, But are we then entirely 
changed ? Are we wholly transformed into the image 
of him that created us? Far from it; we {till retain a 
depth of fin; and it is the conſciouſneſs of this, 
which conſtrains us to groan for a full deliverance, 
to him that is mighty to ſave. Hence it is, that thoſe 
believers who are not convinced of the deep corrup- 
tion of their hearts, or but lightly and as it were no- 
tionally convinced, have little concern about entire 
Sanfification, They may poſſibly holdthe opinion, that 
ſuch athing is to be, either at Death, or ſome time, 
they know not when, before it. But they have 
no great uneaſineſs ſor the want of it, and 


no great hunger or thirſt after it. They cannot, un- 


til 
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til they know themſelves better, until they repent in 
the ſenſe above deſcribed, until God unveils the 
inbred monſter's face, and ſhews them the real ſtate 
of their ſouls, Then 2 when they feel the bur- 


den, will they groan for deliverance from it. Then 
and not till then will they cry out, in the agony of 
their ſoul, | 


Break off the yoke of inbred fin 
And fully ſet my ſpirit free! 

J cannot reſt, till pure within, 
Till J am wholly loſt in thee ! 


g. We may learn from hence, ſecondly, that a 
deep conviction of our Demerit after we are accepted, 
{which in one ſenſe may be termed Guilt) is abſolutely 
neceſlary, in order to our ſeeing the true value of the 
atoning Blood ; in order to our feeling, that we need 
this as much, after we are juſtified, as ever we did 
before. Without this conviction we cannot but ac- 
count the blood of the Covenant as a common thing, 
ſomething of which we have not now any great need, 
ſeeing all our paſt fins are blotted out. Yea, but if 
both our hearts and lives are thus unclean, there is 
a kind of guilt which we are contracting every mo- 
ment, and whichof conſequence wouldevery moment 
expoſe us to freſh condemnation, but that 


He ever lives above, 
For us to interceed, 
His all- atoning Love, 
His precious blood to plead. 


It is this Repentance and the Faith intimately con- 
nected with it, which are expreſſed in thoſe ſtrong 
lines, | 
& I fin in every breath I draw, 
Nor do thy will, nor keep thy law 
On earth as Angels do above : 
But ſtill the Fountain open ſtands, 
Waſhes my feet, my heart, my hands, | 
Till I am perfected in Love, 4. We 
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4. We may obſerve, thirdly, a deep conviction of 
our utter Helplefsnefs, of our total inability to retain any 
thing we have received, much.more to deliver our-. 
ſelves from the world ofiniquity remaining both in our 
hearts and lives, teaches us truly to live upon Chriſt 
by faith, not only as our: Prieſt, but as. our King.. 
Hereby we are brought to“ magnify him” 4 8 
to“ give him all the glory of his Grace,” to“ make 
him a whole Chriſt, an entire Saviour,“ and truly to 
5 ſet the crown upon his head.” Theſe excellent. 
words, as they have frequently been uſed, have 
little or no meaning. But they. are fulfilled in a. 
ſtrong and a deep ſenſe, when we thus, as it were, 
go out of ourſelves, in order to be ſwallowed up in 
him z when we fink into nothing, that He may be all 
in all,, Then his Almighty Grace having aboliſhed 
every tagh thing which. exalted itſelf againſt Him, every 
temper, and thought, and word, and work. ts brought 
to the obedience of Chriſt. 
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